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MISSION: TO PROVIDE COMBAT-READY CITIZEN 
AIRMEN TO GENERATE AND EMPLOY 

AWACS ANYWHERE, ANYTIME

VISION: WE TAKE CARE OF OUR FAMILY OF 
CITIZEN AIRMEN WHILE KEEPING WATCH OVER AMERICA! 

51

3TH MAINTENANCE SQ

  

  PROFESSIONAL AND PROUD

On the Cover: Airmen enjoy an evening of fantastic food and fundraising at Operation Holiday Spirit Dec. 
1, 2023, at the American Legion Post 73/VFW Post 9969 in Del City, Oklahoma. Since 1999, Reservists from 
the 507th Air Refueling Wing and the 513th Air Control Group at Tinker Air Force Base, Oklahoma, along 
with Guardsmen from the 137th Special Operations Wing at Will Rogers World Airport, Oklahoma City, 
have held the OHS Steak Supper Fundraiser for families needing a little extra boost during the holidays. (U.S. 
Air Force photo by Lauren Kelly)
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Happy New Year warriors,
Alright team, here we go, a new year filled with 

challenges and opportunities. Are we ready? I am 
proud to continue being part of the AF’s finest group. 
Over the past few years, you have overcome signifi-
cant headwinds, and we’re still “Thump’n!” Our re-
tention continues to be the best in the NAF, and our 
readiness metrics are in the green. Nice work! You are 
doing what you need to ensure we’re ready to provide 
that critical combat capability. I’ve got two words: 
Keep pushing! And while we’re moving, we must be 
prepared to incorporate change. To get us in the same 
mindset, I included the 513th ACG Lines of Effort 
graphic as a visualization of how our efforts nest into 
the strategic direction of the nation.

Late last year, we looked long-range and devised 
four lines of ef-
fort to ensure we 
continue with 
our core mission 
while looking to 
the future, con-
sidering human 
capital manage-
ment, and in-
novating for the 
future. This pic-
ture outlines our 
four effort areas. 

First, we will 
continue to pro-
vide CMR main-
tenance and aircrews. The 970th AACS has devised 
some creative and desirable currency opportunities. 
Our maintenance teams have rejuvenated our total 
force mindset and practices. 

Second, we want to influence and be a large part of 
the future airborne C2 enterprise. In doing so, we will 
integrate our experience into a total force FTU and 
prepare for the eventual arrival of the E-7.

Third, concentrating on human capital manage-
ment, we will work to expand our expertise into other 
C2 weapon systems. There are tremendous opportu-
nities for growth and advancement in existing and 
emerging missions. It’s an exciting time in the future 
of C2. 

The fourth LOE is all about innovations. We are 
building a range control facility in the 513th ACG that 
WE CONTROL to support BMT and CAF training. 

Finally, through the continued effort of C2 sub-
ject matter experts with an eye on our strategic gaps, 
non-traditional C2 is taking root, and we are the defi-
nite experts in non-traditional airborne C2 capabili-
ties. We will continue to explore and provide airborne 
C2 gap coverage for combatant commanders and 
our fellow warfighters. We’re looking for 513th ACG 
members who want to be part of history. Raise your 
hand and be part of the Pathfinder PACC team--All 
you have to do is ask.

Over the past few months, we have foreshadowed 
significant changes throughout the Air Force. I antici-
pate hearing about some pretty earth-shattering “new 
beginnings” from SECAF sometime in mid-January. 
Though we do not know all that is coming down, one 
thing is for sure: We’ll keep preparing ourselves for 

combat and ad-
just to the 
new chang-
es. It’s natural 
to be hesitant 
and fearful of 
change. Don’t 
fear change, 
don’t let it close 
our eyes to op-
p o r t u n i t i e s , 
and don’t be 
a victim, use 
it! We must 
see change as 
growth and 

transformation, and we must see change as evolution, 
as necessary, and as critical to our nation. Change 
brings opportunities we can exploit; change brings op-
portunities to be better.

I hesitate to think about where we’d be today if those 
who came before us never changed, never went after 
new technologies or new opportunities, thinking ev-
erything would “work out.” I’m reminded of a quote 
from JFK from over 60 years ago:

“History is a relentless master. It has no present, 
only the past rushing into the future. To try to hold 
fast is to be swept aside.”

Folks, we can’t be swept aside; there’s too much at 
stake. Some of the future is unknown; some of the fu-
ture we will make for ourselves and our nation will be 
better for it.

513TH ACG COMMANDER
COL. JAMES MATTEY
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305 Airmen enjoy an evening of fantastic food and fundraising at Operation Holiday Spirit Dec. 1, 2023, 
at the American Legion Post 73/VFW Post 9969 in Del City, Oklahoma. This year’s event raised $44, 727 and 
helped out 13 families. Since 1999, Reservists from the 507th Air Refueling Wing and the 513th Air Control 
Group at Tinker Air Force Base, Oklahoma, along with Guardsmen from the 137th Special Operations Wing at 
Will Rogers World Airport, Oklahoma City, have held the OHS Steak Supper Fundraiser for families needing a 
little extra boost during the holidays. (U.S. Air Force photos by Lauren Kelly)

Operation Holiday Spirit celebrates 24 years of fundraising

Click here for more 
photos and info on the 

annual OHS Steak Supper

https://www.507arw.afrc.af.mil/News/Article-Display/Article/3604949/operation-holiday-spirit-celebrates-24-years-of-fundraising/
https://www.507arw.afrc.af.mil/News/Article-Display/Article/3604949/operation-holiday-spirit-celebrates-24-years-of-fundraising/
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CSAF 23 Letter to Airmen
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Published Nov. 6, 2023
Secretary of the Air Force Public Affairs

ARLINGTON, Va. (AFNS) --  
Newly appointed Air Force Chief of Staff Gen. 

David W. Allvin released his first letter to Airmen.
In the letter, Allvin expresses humility, pride, and 

a sense of urgency in assuming the role and lays out 
the need for follow-through on key readiness and 
innovation initiatives while also acknowledging the 
challenges faced by the Air Force.

The letter serves as a rallying call for Airmen to 
continue their exceptional service and adapt to the 
evolving demands of national security.

To read the full letter, click here.

CSAF 23 Letter to Airmen (continued)
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OOKKIIEE  UUNNIIVVEERRSSIITTYY  
  

LUNCH 
AND 

LEARN 

  EVERY UTA - SUNDAY 
1130hrs – 1230hrs 
DFAC- Everyone is invited 

  

  
    

MMOONNTTHHLLYY  TTOOPPIICCSS::  
  
  
OOcctt  – Simple principles - Leadership 
NNoovv – Paperback Mentor 
DDeecc –Common Sense Leadership 
JJaann – Emotional Intelligence 
FFeebb – People Skills 
MMaarr – Leadership 101 
AApprr –(No meeting due to exercise) 
MMaayy – The Enlisted Leader 
JJuunn – Courageous Leadership 
JJuull – (No UTA / No meeting) 
AAuugg – Leading Yourself 
SSeepptt - Lincoln on Leadership 
 
 
Contact 507th Air Refueling Wing 
Command Chief, CMSgt Darren 
Wiseman if you have any questions. 
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2023 513th ACG Holiday Party Photo Album
Thank you to all who came out to celebrate the holidays at the Sheraton OKC Downtown. The Booster Club ded-
icated many hours to putting the party together for the group. Happy Holidays and thank you for your support!
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Col. James Mattey, 513th Air Control Group commander, presents the 2023 2nd Quarter awards Oct. 15, 2023, 
at Fannin Hall. 

Second Quarter award winners announced

Airman of the Quarter

SNCO of the Quarter CGO of the Quarter

Senior Airman Devaron Black

Master Sgt. John White Capt. Andrew Cole



U.S. Air Force Thunderbirds announced as 
headliner at upcoming 2025 Tinker Air Show
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Published Dec. 7, 2023
By Clayton Cummins, 72 ABW Public Affairs

The U.S. Air Force Thunderbirds are scheduled to 
perform at Tinker Air Force Base for the 2025 Tinker 
Air Show June 28-29, 2025. 

The announcement was made Tuesday during the 
2023 ICAS Convention at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas, 
a convention for air show professionals sharing infor-
mation, insight and ideas to apply to future shows na-
tionwide. 

The Thunderbirds squadron is an Air Combat Com-
mand unit composed of eight pilots (including six 
demonstration pilots), four support officers, three civil-
ians and more than 130 enlisted personnel performing 
in 25 career fields. 

It was 2014 when the U.S. Air Force Thunderbirds 
last captivated audiences in the sky at the then named 
‘Star Spangled Air Show’ at Tinker. 

The announcement comes after a large turn out for 
the 2023 Tinker Air Show, where an estimated 301,000 
people gathered to attend in July. The Tinker Air Show 

returned after COVID-19 precautions forced the can-
cellation of the 2021 air show. 

A Thunderbirds air demonstration is a mix of fo-
mation flying and solo routines. The four-aircraft dia-
mond formation demonstrates the training and preci-
sion of Air Force pilots, while the solo aircraft highlight 
the maximum capabilities of the F-16 Fighting Falcon. 
The pilots perform approximately 30 maneuvers in a 
demonstration. The entire show, including ground and 
air, runs about an hour and fifteen minutes. 

The Thunderbirds were officially activated June 1, 
1953, as the 3600th Air Demonstration Team at Luke 
AFB, Ariz. Their first aircraft was the straight-winged 
F-84G Thunderjet, a combat fighter-bomber that had 
seen action in Korea. Early in 1955 the team transi-
tioned to the swept-winged F-84F Thunderstreak. 

Plans are still underway for the upcoming air show. 
Visit the official Tinker Air Show website for all of the 
latest information and air show updates. Like Tinker 
Air Force Base on Facebook or follow @TeamTinker on 
Twitter.

Enlisted Promotions
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Blood Drive to be held Sunday Jan. 7
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Fly, Fight and Win: The reserve seeks pilots

Headquarters Air Force Reserve Command address-
es this need through current pilot affiliations from ac-
tive duty, as well as by training new pilots.

Most of AFRC’s pilot positions are filled by current 
pilots who are leaving active duty but wish to continue 
serving in the Reserve. 

“The transition for pilots from active duty to the 
Reserve is through two primary programs: PALACE 
CHASE and PALACE FRONT,” said Michael LoForti, 
acting chief of the air, space and information direc-
torate’s operations resource division at Headquarters 
AFRC . “We use both programs to get 11/12X Air Force 
Specialty Codes to the AFR. Affiliations account for 
replenishing about 75 percent of our pilot manning in 
which we lose around 300-350 per year through normal 
attrition, to include retirements and mandatory separa-
tion date limits. The remaining pilot positions must be 
filled by training new pilots.”  The other 25 percent of 
pilots come from other sources, primarily the Under-
graduate Flying Training (UFT) program. 

“These candidates are hired off-the-street to the 11X 
Air Force Specialty Code,” LoForti said. AFRC typical-
ly receives 100-115 pilot training slots per year. Candi-
dates must be selected for UPT by an AFRC pilot train-
ing selection board.  These boards convene quarterly in 
January, April, July and October.

Master Sgt. Alexander James, AFRC’s officer acces-
sions program manager, cited ongoing efforts to stream-
line the affiliation process for individuals transitioning 
from active duty to the Reserve.

“We’re reinforcing our connections with hiring units 
-- particularly with the chief pilots who play a pivot-
al role in this process,” James said. “Strengthening the 
relationships between our recruiting team and chief 
pilots is crucial for smoothly bringing fully qualified 
and non-prior-service applicants into coveted pilot po-
sitions.” An event is planned in the spring that should 
also help tally more pilot candidates.

“I’m thrilled to share that we are in the early stages 
of planning a significant pilot recruitment event this 
spring,” James said. “Our aim is to attract the nation’s 
top pilots from renowned pilot universities, contribut-
ing to the growth and excellence of our team in AFRC.”

AFRC typically receives 100-115 UPT slots per year 
from higher headquarters. For more information on 
AFRC’s UFT program, including eligibility require-
ments and how to contact a recruiter, get sponsored by 
an AFRC unit and apply to a selection board, please vis-
it https://milrecruiter.com/afrc-uft/. 

https://milrecruiter.com/afrc-uft/. 
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Would you like ask the com-
mander a question anony-
mously? Scan the QR code 
below to submit your question.

Q and A with the commanderQ and A with the commander

 

Would you like to submit a story or news/announcement to 
the Rabbit Tales? Please email us at: 
513thpublicaffairs@gmail.com 
or 
513ACG.PublicAffairs@us.af.mil

Have you visited our website? Have you visited our website? (click the photo for link)(click the photo for link)

mailto:513thpublicaffairs%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:513ACG.PublicAffairs%40us.af.mil?subject=
https://www.507arw.afrc.af.mil/Units/513th-Air-Control-Group-513-ACG/

